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On a n early morning flight from Luang Prabang, Laos,
our Vietnam Airlines Airbus 930 waited on the tarmac
ready to host its passengers for a 55 -minute hop to
Hanoi, the  capital of Vietham. The Airbus was barely
visible from the security terminal covered in a heavy

morning fog that blanketed the surrounding area and the

airport, an atmospheric gift from the gods of the Mekong
River.
Nevertheless , our flight departed on time. W e bid

farewell to our new friends and our local Lao quide,

An ewd ay, atthe Sanctuary Resort awaiting new guests
to introduce them to the mysteries offered by their city
called Luang Prabang, a wonderful Lao city in the crown

jewel Indochina.

From the window seat, Hanoi appeared on the horizon

displaying it s resurrected image of prosperity with



skyscrapers outlining the cityscape. This was an
unexpected vision based on our preconceived image s of
the Vietham/American War coverage. Like the

rebuil ding of post -WW2 Warsaw , Poland, the aerial view

of Hanoi exhibited atransfor mation leaving the scars of

war asa past memory in their archives

Hanoi International Airport offered all the amenities

w e 0 vadme to expect in an airport that serves as a

major hub in Indochina, including a jet way.

In business class, we were first to e xit only to be

confronted with what seemed lik e a kilometer -long

force d march to the Immigration / Visa Terminal. Having

our indelible  multi -entrance visa conspicuously visible in
our passport s, we pass the Interpol inspection with

flying colors and found our driv er and his assistant from

the Mo venpick Hotel Hanoi (a Swiss establishment)

read y to escort us to his waiting van in the adjoining

parking lot. With our luggage first to appear at baggage
claim, h is assistant fol lowed carrying our easily

identified bags cover inV egasdrift  and Driff Raff stickers.



The Move npick Hotel is centrally located in downtown
Hanoi and only 2 blocks from the infamous Hanoi Hilton

(Prisoner of War Facility of John McCain fame)

As we checked in ,amessage f rom Dianebs broth

handed to us. Her brother, Paul, a Computer Security
Professor from Carnegie Mellon University , was in Hanoi
certifying computer security procedure s at the United

States embassy and wanted to get together for lunch.

Unfortunately, flig ht s chedules prevented us from this
family reunion due to a change in his flight to Jakarta,
Indonesia. Uncertainty is an expected

accepted in foreign travel.

Today 6 s a g eincthde d a visit to the notorious AHanoi
Hilton 0, the Mausoleum of Ho Chi Minh and  the site of the
B-52s 0 destruction of Hai P h u o n gséheols, hospital S,

orphanages, and power stations.

Tomorrow, we move to our ship at the World Heritage

Site of Ha Long Bay to celebrate Christmas in Vietnam.

Photos of the people of Hanoi and surrounding historical

sites:
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THIEU TA HAI QUAN JOHN SIDNEY MCCAIN

John Sidney McCain sinh nam 1936 tai Can cif Khong quan Coco Solo trong vung
kénh dao Panama do My kiém sodt. Cha va dng ndi John Sidney McCain déu la
D0 déc Hai quan Hoa Ky. Ong da thuc hién 23 Ian bay trén béu tri mién Bac Viét
Nam. Trong chuyén ném bom xuéng Nha mdy dién Yén Phu, ngay 26/10/1967,
chiéc A-4E Skyhawk da bi b doi Phong khong Viét Nam ban roi. John Sidney
McCain gan nhu bi chét dudi khi nhdy di, roi xudng hé Triic Bach va bi thuong
nang. Sau 6, dng duoc dua tdi Vién Quan y 108 dé diéu tri. Khi suic khoe on dinh,
John Sidney McCain dugc chuyén vé “Hilton - Ha Noi".

NAVY MAJOR JOHN SIDNEY MCCAIN

John Sidney McCain was born in 1936 in Coco Solo air base near the Panama Canal under the
control of the US. His grandfather and father were both US Navy Admirals. He completed 23
missions on North Vietnamese airspace. While dropping bombs from his A-4E Skyhawk on Yen
Phu Electric Factory on October 26th, 1967, he was shot down by soldiers of Viet Nam People’s
Air Defense. He was badly injured while ejecting and nearly drowned after parachuting into
Truc Bach lake. After that, he was moved to No. 108 Military Hospital for medical treatment.
When he recovered, he was moved to “Ha Noi - Hilton”







